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PARTY LEADERS CONSULTED ON POSSIBL% COALITIONS 





PM191133 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in Dutch 18 May 82 pp i, 3 


{[Text] The Hague -- People's Party for Freedom and Democracy [VVD] Second Chamber Group 
Chairman Ed Nijpels is now prepared to support a Christian Democratic Appeal [CDA] and 
Democrats ‘66 [D‘'66] minority cabinet if such a coalition puts forward financial and 
socioeconomic proposals acceptable to the VVD. Under the leadership of Informateur Steenkamp, 
\ljpels wants to discuss with the CDA and D‘'66 “cond Chamber Group leaders those cabinet 
plans which would be affected. However, this plan from the new VVD leader meets opposition 
from D‘'66, which has no desire to cooperate with the VVD, even indirectly. 


[D'66 Second Chamber Group leader) Brinkhorst said on Monday in reaction to Nijpel's idea that he 
did not want to be drawn into hasty statements by the VVD idea. The D'66 Group leader said 

that he considered himself bound by the decision of a party congress which only permitted 
cooperation with the VVD if the Labor Party [PVDA] were also involved. To dissociate one- 

self from this resolution would be to cheat the voters, Brinkhorst said. 


VVD Second Chamber Group leader Nijpels stated last week that he was in no way prepared 

to “tolerate” a CDA-D'66 minority cabinet. [Recently resigned VVD leader] Wiegel's successor 
would prefer to be part of such a cabinet. If this does not seem possible, he would prefer 
early elections to be held. On Monday [17 May] Nijpels said that as far as he was concerned 
such elections must be held as soon as possible — that is, in September. 


"But under the informateur's leadership I am prepared to discuss with the CDA and D'66 
Second Chamber Group leaders what can be done between now, and the date of an election,” 
Nijpels said, adding that he would “never blindly support” a CDA-D'66 cabinet. By this 

he meant that in return for his support up to the elections he wants definite influence on 
the policies which such a coalition would pursue. According to Nijpels the VVD is not 
enthusiastic about the decisions made hitherto in the spring budget as a whole. But on 
parts — especially those affecting this year — it should be possible to reach agreeement 
with the VVD. 


On Monday Informatuer Steenkamp continued his talks with CDA Second Chamber Group Chairman 
Lubbers and his PVIA counterpart Meijer. As well as the differences of opinion on policy 
which led to the crisis in the center-left cabinet, which is now on its way out, political 
and psychological disagreements were also discussed. 


In their talks with the informateur the two group leaders again made it clear that they 
have little hope of reconstructing the toppled cabinet. For Lubbers the cabinet decision 
on the spring budget, with which the PVDA ministers were unable to agree, is a fact about 
which discussion is no longer possible. Meijer stressed that it is difficult for the PVDA 
to work toward reconstructing the cabinet, but if it is to do so then that cabinet decision 
will have to be changed in deference to PVDA views. 


D'66 Second Chamber Group Leader Brinkhorst told Informateur Steenkamp that as far as he 
was concerned the most appealing course would be the reconstruction of a CDA-PVDA-D'66 
cabinet. 


Steenkamp said on Monday morning that he would investigate whether this was possible. I 

will attempt to heal the split. And that is not the same as patching it up,” said Steenkamp, 
who will hold further talks today with the CDA, PVDA and D‘66 Second Chamber Group leaders, 
beginning with a working breakfast with Lubbers. 
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SCHMIDT HOPEFUL AT START OF EAST-WEST DIALOGUE 





LD191526 Hamburg DPA in German 1358 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] Bonn, 19 May (DPA) — Chancellor Helmut Schmidt noted “with satisfaction" at the 
cabinet meeting today that the East-West dialogue on arms control and disarmament has 
now “begun with an intensity that is noticeable to everyone." Government spokesman 
Klaus Boelling stressed to reporters this afternoon in Bonn that the differing ideas of 
the superpowers can, of course, be dealt with only at the negotiating table. The 
Federal Government's aim of achieving an arms balance "at the lowest possible level" 
remains unchanged. 


This aim applies to the negotiations both on intercontinental missiles and on conventional 
arms. Boelling stressed that the 9 May proposals of American Presi:'ent Ronald Reagan and 
also Soviet head of state and party Leonid Brezhnev's reply on Tuesday represent a first 
important step by the tvo great powers and one which they have been repeatedly urged by 
the Federal Government to take. 


Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who has already stressed the positive 
aspects of the Brezhnev reply and the movement that has begun in East-West relations, 
presented at the cabinet meeting an optimistic report on the NATO spring conference in 
Luxembourg, which he said was a “very good" preparation for the NATO summit in Bonn 

on 10 Jume. He said that the NATO foreign ministers clearly expressed their common will 
for continuing the policy of detente and supported it by submitting a broad offer 

on arms control. 


GENSCHER INTERVIEWED ON EEC, NATO PROBLEMS 





DW191429 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in German to East and West Germany 0518 GMT 
19 May 82 


[Interview with FRG Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher by reporter Peters; date and 
place not given — recorded] 


{Text} [Question] Since yesterday the question is being asked with a feeling of helplessness 
how matters are to continue in the European Community because the unanimity principle has 
been broken for the first time in the Community's history. The European Community will 

not break apart over this serious conflict, but hasn't its ability to act now been 

called into question? 


[Answer] I believe that everything must be directed toward preserving the Community's 
ability to act. The current situation confirms that our assessment was correct when 
we -- the Federal Government and the Italian Government -- suggested the establishment 
of a European union, because it was evident how necessary it was to concentrate ail 
activities of the community and particularly to strengthen its organs’ ability to act. 
Regarding the current situation, according to the treaty it was unavoidable for the 
agricultural ministers to fix the prices if we did not want to suspend the treaty in 
this area, which nobody wants to do. Great common efforts will now be necessary to 
handle and solve the financial problems related to the British financial adjustment plans. 
In other words, all wembers are now required to make a new effort to solve this 
problem and to prevent a sense of resignation from gaining ground because this would 
indeed give rise to a grave crisis. 





[Question] The political solidarity of the European Community has been broken. Is 
this the beginning of the end or just a low’ quarrel to be followed by agreement and 
a successful European unification policy? 


[Answer] I believe that the current situation — it is naturally a very, very grave 
situation for the community -- could very will provide impetus for all involved to 
come to terms after a quarrel, as you put it. A crisis can also be wholesome. 
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The Federal Government, which has always considered itself a motor of European unification, 
will make every effort to use the current situation to achieve progress in the 

Community and not permit developments characterized by a sense of resignation and the 
inability to act. 


[Question] It is uncontested that a deep gap exists between the continental European and 
Great Britain. If there is talk in London after these two decisions about an insult to 
the British people, won't you have to reckon with the British quitting the Community? 


[Answer] I would not envisage such a development. No one could want that — neither the 
British nor their partners. In mentioning the two decisions, you also refer to the 
decision on extending the measures against Argentina. There were insurmountable domestic 
political obstacles for two governments. You must consider developments in a few countries 
to understand why an extension of just 7 days was agreed on. We, as well as France, have 
never left any doubts about our solidarity in rejecting the occupation of the Falkland 
Islands. I think that such a breach of international law as that committed by Argentina 
cannot be accepted by the European Community. However, you must also recognize the situa- 
tion in a country such as Italy where the government's very existence was at stake. 


{Qvestion] But where is the European solidarity in a conflict such as the Falklands which 
concerns all democracies in their resistance against dictatorships? 


[Answer] This is exactly the point. I have already mentioned an act of violation of 
international law. The current decision to extend the measures by 1 week is in harmony 
with the efforts of the UN secretary general because it is obvious that he considers 
these days to be decisive. Therefore, we left no doubts in Luxembourg that an extension 
is necessary now -- not to endanger but to support the efforts of the secretary general 
to find a peaceful solution according to UN Security Council Resolution 502. 


[Question] Before we get to the NATO meeting, let me ask you about the EC crisis. The 
veto right has been undone after 16 years -- the Luxembourg decision of 1966 in accordance 
with the policy of French President de Gaulle, the policy of the (?vacant) chair -- and 
this means that another EC member may well be isolated at the next opportunity. 


[Answer] No, to begin with I believe that majority decisions must not be regarded as an 
isolation of the minority. This is what the treaties say. However, France, which at the 
time had insisted on the introduction of the so-called compromise of Luxembourg, explained 
that the decision in the question concerning agricultural prices -—- which merely involves 
the implementation of measures -- does not mean the cancellation of the Luxembourg decision. 


[Question] Another word about the NATO meeting: Basic features have been confirmed. I 
think it was in response to your suggestion that the word "detente" was included for the 
first time again on paper; and the will for disarmament was quite clear. 


[Answer] Yes, as far as we were concerned, it was decisive for NATO to reaffirm the basic 
position of common policy -- that is the efforts necessary for its own security, on the 
one hand, and, on the other, the will to continue a real detente policy by dialogue, 
cooperation and negotiations, as well as the absolutely clear statement that arms control 
and disarmament are an integral part of our security policy. We do not want an arms race 
but, as yesterday's decision put it, balance on as low a level of armaments as possible. 
This is why we were able yesterday to underscore once more the great variety of offers 
concerning disarmament and arms control which have been presented to the Soviet Union -- 
the offer to reduce intercontinental strategic weapons, to renounce medium-range missiles 
on the part of both sides, our proposals concerning troop reductions in Central Europe, 
and the agreement on confidence-building measures from the Atlantic to the Urals which 
would make convertional surprise attacks difficult, if not impossible. All these are 
highly important :vitiatives by the West with the hope for positive signals coming back 
from the East. 
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I believe that yesterday's speech by Soviet General Secretary Brezhnev was an echo to the 
proposals by the U.S. President, and we can only welcome it. He did not accept the American 
proposals, but showed readiness to negotiate not only on limiting nuclear strategic weapons 
but on reducing, decreasing, really disarming — this is an important poiat which we Cermens 
especially must consider positive, just as we must consider positive the readiness to meet 
with the U.S. President. After all, we have mate efforts to bring about these contacts and 
negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union. Some initial serious 

to this end is discernible now, and we — as a country in the middle of Europe, a 
which must live in partition — have been particularly involved in this and so have special 
cause to be satisfied. 


! 
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[Question] But to be fair we must also say that vehement criticise also came from Moscow 
in response to the U.S. President's proposal. 


[Answer] Oh well, I said that nobody expected that these proposals would be accepted in 
their entirety. Negotiations are always conducted at the negotiating table, and this is 
what matters as far as we are concerned. At these negotiations the Soviet Union will be 
tested as to the seriousness of its intentions by the manner of its reaction to the concrete 
Western disarmament proposals which, by the way, are the most comprehensive in the alliance's 
history. The seriousness of the Soviet Union's negotiating intentions will prove whether it 
really is prepared to enter concretely into the individual issues. However, we believe it 
is important that they intend to meet at the negotiating table at all. 


EHMKE RETURNS FROM U.S.; VIEWS ARMS PROPOSALS 
LD181326 Hamburg DPA in German 1052 G4T 18 May 8&2 





{Excerpts} Bonn, 18 May (DPA) -- In contras’ to Defense Minister Hans Apel, Deouty Chairsan 
of the SPD Parliamentary Party Horst Ehmke hen basically reacted positively with regard to 
proposals by American [word indistinct] that ,iven improved conventional veaponry the West 
should renounce the first use of nuclear veapuas. Mr Ehake has spoken in favor of official 
treatment of this question in NATO. 


Following his return from political talks in Washington which lasted several days, Ehuke 
urged European politicians to examine these American proposals, also taking into account 
the higher costs for an isprovesent in conventional defense. He said that the NATO summit 
in June must take up this discussion by instructing the responsible NATO bodies to subasit 
proposals for the further development of the alliance's defense strategy. Ehake announced 
that he would address an appeal on this matter to Chancellor Helaut Schmidt. 


Ehake said he is “quite sure” that Apel, too, would not oppose an examination of the U.S. 
proposals, which he assessed as an “important stimulus to thought.” He said that the SPD — 
which had itself formed a commission for the further development of Western defense strategy 
at its Munich congress — and its Bundestag Perliamentary group vould welcome it if NATO 
officially took up the strategy debate which has been enlivened by the American proposals. 


Ehmke especially stressed the concept submitted at the end of last week by U.S. Senator Sas 
Nunn. Senator Nunn proposed that the United States could withdraw several thousand nuclear 
weapons from Central Europe and also conclude an agreement with the East on a renunciation 
of a first use of nuclear weaponry if the conventional defense of the West improved. 


Ehmke said that such a solution poses the queestion of lengthening the period of national 
service in the FRC and reintroducing it in the United States. 


He said that the Federal Government is already soving along the path of strengthening 
conventional defense, and pointed to the recent handing over to NATO of the command of an 
additional six Bundeswehr brigades. 


Ehmke praised President Reagan's recent disarmement proposal. He said he  xpected that 
President Reagan would submit additional proposals on arms control and disarmament during 


the NATO summit in Bonn this June. 
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ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH PRC TO BE EXPANDED 





LD191730 Hamburg DPA in German 1605 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] Bonn, 19 May (DPA) — Trade between the FRG and the PRC is to be expanded. The 
Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs announced at the end of the second meeting of the 
German-Chinese joint commission on Wednesday that the “very practical talks" had shown 
that the recent drastic reorganization of the Chinese economic administration will help 
to reduce holdups in trade. The head of the Chinese delegation, Minister for Foreign 
Trade and Economic Relations Chen Muhua, was received on Wednesday by Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt. 


On the question of trade, the FRG will speak in favor of a liberalization of import rules 
at the EEC in Brussels. A delegation of the Eastern Trade Committee of German Industry 
is to discuss specific problems in Beijing relating to the expandion of trade. In the 
interests of speeding up sea teaffic and giving the Germans a greater share in it, 

the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs has proposed that shipping consultations between 
the two countries be held this autum. 


Further negotiations are planned in Beijing to facilitate the continuation of economic 
cooperation, which at present involves 50 [words indistinct]. Discussio-=s on double 
taxation are to be conducted in Bonn at the same time. For the first time since 1980, 
the Chinese have given specific details of two cooperative projects in the exploitation 
of raw materials. According to the Chinese, all the large-scale projects with German 
firms suspended in 1981 are to be continued. 


The Economic Affairs Ministry added that two more Chinese economic delegations are expected 
in Bonn this year. The new minister for the metallurgical industry Li Dongye, has been 
invited to the FRG by Economic Affairs Minister Otto Graf Lambsdorff. 


GOVERNMENT REJECTS PRAVDA ARMS POLICY CRITICISM 





LD171540 Hamburg DPA in German 1445 GMT 17 May 82 


[Text] Bonn, 17 May (DPA) — The Federal Government has dismissed as unfounded the strong 
criticism in the Soviet party paper PRAVDA of the new Bonn guidelines for arms exports. 
Government Spokesman Klaus Boelling told newsmen in Bonn today that the Federal Government 
has always adhered to its export principles and strictly applied them. The "restrictive 
line" applied to date will be rigorously continued and consolidated with the new principles. 
Boelling described the Soviet criticism as being not particularly [word indistinct] in 

view of the Soviet Union's arms exports to the Third World and its relatively [word 
indistinct] development aid. [passage indistinct] 
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PCF*S MARCHAIS VIEWS GOVERNMENT'S 1ST YEAR 





PM171417 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 10 May 82 pp 4-6 


[Claude Cabanes interview with PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais — date and place 
not given] 


[Text] Cabanes: 10 May 1981 to 10 May 1982: It is time for an assessment, George Marchais. 


Marchais: I personally would not use that word. The president of the republic was 
elected for 7 years, and the National Assembly for 5. That will be the time to make an 
assessment. Now, 1 year after their election, we in the government and the majority have 
only just started our work. The main part of the task still lies ahead. WNonetheless 

it is, of course, useful to review the situation 1 year after the victory to find out 
exactly where we stand in order to understand better what still has to be done and to 
learn from it for the future. 


Cabanes: Well, let's review the situation. Where do we now stand? 


Marchais: That is a very broad question. I will therefore limit myself to a few 
essential aspects. Let us begin with the economic and social sector. The government 
and the majority have adopted measures which have had positive effects for the world 

of work and the country — I am thinking in particular of the increase in the minimum 
wage and of the social benefits which have been reassessed. Other measures have only 
recently been introduced: retirement at 60, the fifth week of paid leave or the provisions 
for vocational training for young people. They will bring improvements in social life 
which may have favorable effects at the economic level. There are also the major 
strv-tural reforms such as the nationalizations or decentralization which should have 
considerable repercussions. In a more general way, the workers are seeing that the new 
situation creates more favorable conditions for successfully extending their action. The 
example of the 39-hour week without any wage reduction is particularly instructive. 


Cabanes: Nonetheless -- as you yourself have stressed several times -- the most 
serious problems, notably unemployment and price increases, have not been solved. 


Marchais: Unfortunately, that is an observation which anybody can make. Let us take 
the employment situation. Under Giscard d'Estaing the number of unemployed people 
increased fourfold. Today we see that the rate at which unemployment is increasing, is 
slowing down. That is an initial result -- a poor one, but real. Nonetheless the 
situation is still worrying. We can foresee that the number of people looking for jobs 
is likely to increase, especially with the emergence of young people who are finishing 
their education. There is, therefore, a serious problem. 


As regards purchasing power, the social measures which I mentioned before have had a 
positive effect for families. The increase in retail prices has slowed down slightly 
compared with the situation under Giscard. However, inflation persists even though at 
a slower rate. And the purchasing power question is still worrying for families. We 
must therefore revive popular consumption, which has decreased in recent months. 


To sum up: Despite a slight improvement, the serious issues of unemployment and 
purchasing power worry us as they do all the workers. The solution which would make it 
possible to work to solve them both is the revival of economic activity, the growth of 
new production which would create jobs. But here we come up against the attitude of 
the employers who pursue their policy of dismissals, waste and redeployment to foreign 
countries. 








VII. 20 May 82 K 2 FRANCE 


Cabanes: The employers constantly bemoan their poverty...If they are to be believed, 
they are weighed down by social and fiscal burdeas... 


Marchais: Let us say that their set pieces on that subject are nothing new. But let 
us be serious. What does an examination of the facts reveal? First, there is the 
influence of international constraints, of which we are aware. It is also true that 
some enterprises are experiencing real difficulties, although a recent study shows that 
the percentage of enterprises which say they are experiencing difficulties fell last 
year. As regards the social and fiscal contributions — the famous “burdens” of which 
[National Council of French Employers leader] Mr Gattaz complains at length — all 
serious studies show that they are lower in France than those imposed in most other 
industrialized, capitalist countries. The same studies prove that the level of 
companies’ gross profits increased 19 percent between the end of 1980 and the end of 
1981. 


So what is the cause of the enterprises’ “difiiculties"? It is a simply capitalist 
management itself. The burden on the enterprises is not the social contributions, but 
all kinds of waste, speculations, including speculation against the national currency, 
financial and banking profits, the export of capital...In a word it is the colossal 
sums which are wasted in parasitic practices instead of being invested in production 
capabilities in France to develop economic activity and employment. For instance, 

do you know how much is left of that 19-percent gross profit for investment once 

all those financial deductions have been made? Exactly 0.1 percent. 


Cabanes: That is amazing! 


Marchais: So, let us have no illusions. The employers have been pursuing only one 
goal and one objective since 10 May: to thwart the new policy which the French people 
want; to make it possible for its rightwing representatives to win back power in order 
to return to the former policy which benefited it so mich. There are many signs of 
that political intention, that constant commitment to struggling against the left in 
power. I will cite just one example. It is provided by the editorial in the employers’ 
newspaper LES ECHOS last Friday. This is what it says, and I quote: It is “now out 

of the question for the private sector to play any part in helping to solve the current 
problems... The only possible attitude which enterprise chiefs can adopt is to wait for 
better days without doing anything.” And a few lines later it says: “Nobody” — in 
otherwords no employer -- "is now considering investing a single franc to create jobs.” 


That shows decidedly how right we were to express our disagreement with the Fr 18-billion 
handout which the government recently gave the employers! Not only did that gift not 
soften their stand it made them even more demanding and arrogant! People sust realize 
that the right and the employers have launched a concerted and coordinated action against 
change. The right way of promoting the new policy is, therefore, really not that of 
concessions, of seeking an impossible compromise with those people. 


Cabanes: We have rapidly reviewed economic and social questions. They are not the only 
ones. Where do we stand in the other spheres? 


Marchais: I will limit myself to two of them: freedoms and foreign policy. On the 
first point, progress has been made. I am thinking of the suppression of different 
repressive procedures or bodies, like the State Security Court. There is also the 
decentralization law which gives the local, departmental and regional commmities powers 
which previously rested with the central state. There are the bills on new rights for 
the workers which are going to be discussed in the National Assembly in a few days’ tine. 
Moreover, I will speak op that question next Thursday, and will put forward proposals 
likely to improve those documents. I recall that L'HUMANITE published a document on 
that subject drawn up by our Central Committee. The Communists are now inviting 

workers in the enterprises to discuss and enrich it. 


In the foreign policy sphere the left's victory and the participstion of Commmist 
ministers raised great hope among all the progressive forces in the world. Many sen and 
women expect our country to play a major international role, pursuing a policy based on 
peace, democracy and justice for all nations, a policy based on independence and 
security for our country. 





VII. 20 May 82 K 3 FRABCE 


Statements have been made by the president of the republic and the goverument indicating 
that France's foreign policy should take that direction. France's attitude at the con- 
ference of “least advanced countries” held in Paris, the joint statement with Mexico on 
El Salvador and the stances adopted on Central America are all steps in that direct‘. 
While shouldering the responsibilities resulting from its alliances and asintaining 

its full capability for action in all circumstances, France now has the means to work 
effectively to solve the great problems of our tine. 


Cabanes: The party's 24th congress made a precise assessment of the direction of its 
evolution precisely on the subject of the international situation. Have evenrs confirmed 
this since last February’ 


Marchais: I camnmot see anything which would not confirm it. What I observe is that 
imperialiss is encowistering difficulties in all regions of the world. Of course, as we 
stressed at the congress, being forced to maneuver as it retreats, it is not abandoning 
its attempts to win military supremacy, tc satntain and even win back its positions and 

to increase tensions. But it has to take into account the weight of the facts and world 
opinion. I would like to add that the worsening crisis in the United States and in the other 
capitalist countries is also a source o! new contradictions. Indeed the aggressiveness 
which imperialism shows ultimate'y reflects its difficulties in face of a world which 


is gradually escaping its domination. 


Thus all the indications are that the peoples, at world level, have new opportunities 
not only to avert war but to progress toward social and national emancipation, toward 
a new world political and economic order and toward socialism according to the original 
ways appropriate to each of thes. 


Cabanes: That is a general viewpoint. But there is nonetheless the Polish tragedy which 
we commumists continue to feel so painfully. And the events of the past few days are not 
likely to ease that pain.... 


Marchais: You are certainly right to stress that we are pained by the tragedy which 
socialist Poland has experienced and unfortunately is still experiencing. How could 
events there fail to shock us? The whole point of our communist commitment is to secure 
for ourselves and all exploited people a more just, rich and dignified life and, probably 
above all, a freer life and society. I would say, therefore, that we are doubly saddened 
by events in Poland. First, because we men and women of freedom are revolted by any 
tension, pressure and coercion. And second because we can gauge the great damage which 
the Polish situation is doing to the cause of socialism and, consequently, to our own 


struggie. 


That brings me to the most recent developments in the situation. I will say that they 
fully confirm what I have constrntiy said for 20 months now on behalf of our party leader- 
ship: Poland is facing the urgent need for far-reaching reforms, at the economic, 

social and democratic levels. I must point out that we did not express that view with 
the aim of giving advice to the Polish people, of telling them what they should do or of 
interfering in their affairs; quite the reverse. We have always stressed that it was up 
to the Polish people alone to solve Polish problems. 


All owr stances since then have been inspired by that conviction. That is the way to 
interpret the essential significance of the responsible attitude we adopted after 

13 December: Whatever it cost usin the context of anticommunist tirades in that period, 

we said that every effort had to be made to avoid civil war and foreign intervention and 
that that should be done — I stress this because we did not stop at that — with the aim 
of creating a situation which would make it possible to really solve the problems 

raised, to implement the vital reforms. That was the very explicit meaning of the letter 
which I sent to the Polish United Workers Party general secretary. And we appreciated 
the fact that he expressed his support for such an outlook in his reply. 





We have been able to see the first signs of that intention 5 months later. Of course, 

as we saw in the first few days of May, the difficulties remain and they are enormous. 

The problems have not been solved. But we still think that the Polish nation possesses the 
forces capable of solving them. Our greatest wish is that they will succeed. And it is to 
that that all Poland's true friends should contribute. 











As 
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FRABCE 
In any case, I will never be convinced that people are really concerned about the fraternal 
Polish people's fate and future; that they are helping it to progress toward solving the 
economic, social and democratic problems it facen; that they are helping to bring sbout 
a peaceful and democratic solution to this crisis, in national accord; that they 
effectively encouraging the release of the pe »ple imprisoned: I will newer be convinced 
that they are trying to do that when they are pouring fat onto the fire and trying to 
stir up tensions aad resentment. As you see, we are not about to 
humanist and responsible attitude in the face of this probles. 


luci 
Cabanes: Another “hotspot” in the international situation — I realize that this is all 
rather disjointed, but the situation demands it -- is the Falklands con What is 
your view of it? 


Marchais: It gust stop. The fighting sust stop and be replaced by negotiation. That 
must be done as quickly as possible. Too say, far too many, humen lives have already 
been sacrificed on both sides. Thus imperialism again has bloodstained hands. So such 
suf fering and death because of the com>ination of British Prime Minister Mrs Thatcher's 
murderous insanity, the Argentine military's use of force and the (.S. maneuvers ! 

It is unjustifiable. 


Since you ask me this question you will allow me, on the French Communists’ behalf, to 
express our solidarity with the Argentine ceopis's acvement — which is now expressing 
the twofold demand for an ind to British domination over the Falklands and for a return 
to democracy — in their struggle to win back their freedoms in face of the bloody rep- 
ression of the military dictatorship which has been in power since 1976. 


For the time being | repeat that too much blood has already been shed. The noetilities 
must be ended as quickly as possible. A negotiated solution must be sought actively 
within the UN framework. 


Cabanes: If you do not mind, let us return to the government's and majority's action. 
You have just discussed the economic sad social situations, freedoms and foreign policy. 
Can you now give an overall assessment? 


Marchais: I think that all I have just said clearly shows that it is impossible to say 
that everything is fine or that everything is bad. To judge properly the progress made, 
everything must be taken into consideration: the starting point — the crisis, the disas- 
trous legacy left by the right -- and the situation from all angles, assessing things 
case-by-case. In those circumstances what can be said, as I have done before, is that 
there have been considerable changes in some spheres; in others things have changed less; 
finally, in others nothing or virtually nothing has changed and a great deal remains to 
be done. 


Cabanes: So, what exactly are the prospects? And what trump cards do the government 
aud the majority have for solving the major economic axd social problesas which you 
mentioned? 


Marchais: I would like to stick to the essential points in this sphere too. First we 

say that it is necessary to revive popular consumption. That is required by justice 
because there is still too such deprivation, and too many restrictions in working class 
families. It is also necessary for economic efficiency because it gives production the 
outlets it lacks. Of course we have to be responsible. We know that choices have to be 
made. That is why we suggest that efforts be made primarily on low wages, on the struggle 
against social inequalities, on giving workers skills and young people vocational training, 
and on social housing. Second, a real production battle must be launched and a new indust- 
rial policy defined which turns its back on the present capitalist waste. I will cite only 
one example: We gust resist the pressure being exerted by the employers who want to enjoy 
public aid witout it being tied to useful investment in production and job creation. 
Those practice:, which are common when the right governs, are unacceptable today. We have, 
therefore, suggested that production and competitiveness contracts be drayn up between the 
state and the enterprises which would have the objectives of job creation, reducing exces- 
sive imports and winning back the domestic ~erket. The nationalized credit sector could 
provide incentives for that and the public industrial sector could play a leading role in 
that sphere. 
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For, in our view, the government and the majority have an essential trump card for 
implementing this new industrial policy: the public and nationalized sector which has 
just been expanded. That is a major tool. The whole question is, how is it going to be 
used? As is known, the employers fully intend that sector to be managed as before, 
according to the capitalist profit criteria. We think, however, that the democr<:ization 
of the public sector should make it possible to install a different kind of management. 
For example, we say that the speculative transfers of capital to foreign countries mus: be 
stopped and that priority must be given to investing in useful production in France. It 
is possible to attack waste by improving the financial situation of groups which wili thus 
be able to finance their investment from their own resources. I must add that although 
public aid is necessary, care must be taken to ensure that it does not boost the profits 
of the private capital which still exists in the subsidiaries. In that connection the 
development of contracts between the state, the local communities and the nationalized 
enterprises, drawn up with the workers’ participation, can make positive progress possible. 


Obviously that wil! not happen automatically. This brings us to the crucial problem: that 
of the people's movement's influence and its action to promote the new policy it has chosen. 


Cabanes: i propos, do you not think that even if the means exist to move toward a solution 
of the maier problems, it is in a way already too late to convince our people of it? 

Is there not some disappointment and hence demobilization among some of the voters who 
made the victory possible? 


Marchais: There is certainly disappointment. The Communists, wh» live the life of the 
workers, know that. How could they fail to understand it when the crisis is so serious 
and when so much hope was placed in the left's victory? 


For the main problems which remain -- unemployment, inadequate purchasing power, social 
inequalities, lack of rights — are precisely those to which the workers and working 
class families are most sensitive, the ones which affect them every day. That is the 
reason for the questions and disappointment which you mentioned and even, in some cases, 
a discontent which the right is trying to exploit with indecent demagoguery in order to 
try to make people forget its own responsibility for the situation. 


But should those facts blind us, however real they may be? Should we stand aloof or 
even leave the government? I repeat what I said during the meeting of Paris cell 
secretaries: "If the Communists were to think that, they would be sorely and completely 
mistaken. Wot only would such an eventuality be no more favorable, but it would be 
disastrous for our people and — there is no doubt about this — disastrous for the 

PCF itself.” 


Cabanes: That assessment, in fact, drew a great deal of comment from the press and also 
from the party. I would now like you to go further: Why would it be disastrous? 


Ma, chais: Quite simply because standing aloof, returning to opposition ranks would amount 
to acting in the same way as when Giscard was in power; as if nothing had changed. Thus 
that would first mean closing our eyes to reality. It would mean repudiating the work 
accomplished in 1 year and the progress which I have mentioned. 


Second, it would mean turning cur backs o. the workers, abandoning them to their doubts 
and difficulties in face of the thirst for revenge felt by the right and the employers. 


And finally it would mean agreeing to leave the way clear for the right. The right has 
constantly called for the departure of the Communist ministers in order to be able to 
return to its reactionary policy, and we would be satisfying its wishes. We would leave 
the way open for it. 


There is no doubt that the workers, even ihose who are now dissatisfied, would not forgive 
us that. For we must not lose sight of the essential thing: 1 year ago the hope of a 
new policy, the hope which we helped to create succeeded — if you will excuse the 

image -- in moving mountains: A powerful right, with the strength of 23 years of 
absolute power, wich had placed its men everywhere, which held all the levers of power, 
was defeated. 
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That hope has not vanished in 12 months. It is alive. And we Communists have the duty 
not to disappoint it within the limits of our ability to act. We must not stop half ay 
at a time when the right is tirading. We must continue the forward march and hold tast 
to the course of change. That is what we are doing in the government in the majority and 
throughout the country by encouraging the workers’ vital action in all spheres. 


Cabanes: The fact that the Communists, as you have just explained, are determined to 
carry on and remain in the government is, I think, now widely recognized. But do you not 
think that many people still feel we adopted that attitude because we were in some way 
constrained and forced to do so — in short, that we were bowing to circumstances beyond 
our control? 


Marchais: There is no doubt that rightwing propaganda is putting forward those ideas. 
But a* low me to make an initial remark: That campaign is on the wane. For years and 
yearr the adversaries of change constantly said: "The Communists will always refuse to 
participate in government." Then after the appointment of the Communist ministers, they 
said: “It is pure tactics! They will seize the first opportunity to leave!" As you 
point out, nobody, or almost nobody, now believes such ridiculous statements. The 
Communists have been in the majority for 1 year, they will soon have been in the govern- 
ment for 1 year and everybody can rest assured that they are going to stay there. As I 
said at the beginning: We are still just starting our joint work with our partners. 


Having said that, I will return to your question: Is our behavior dictated by circum 
stances? My answer is clear: No. There is a very simple reason for that: It is that 
in acting as we do we are merely implementing that strategy which we defined at our 
congress. 


Indeed, we have a great vision: It is what we call a French brand of socialism. It is 
certainly not an arbitrary or voluntarist choice. The basis for the definition of this 
society which we want is a detailed study of the situation in our country, its people's 
traditions and the social changes it has experienced in recent decades, the deep crisis 
through which it is passing and its place in the world today. In other words — that is 

one of the determining ideas of the 24th congress -- it is not we who are decreeing that 
France must have socialism. It is the nature of the problems now facing our society which 
call for far-reaching social changes as the only suitable response. Well! It is all 

those changes -- I stress: The changes required by the major problems facing our country — 
which we call the French brand of socialism. 


Cabanes: In saying that you are defining the outlook, the goal. But how does that 
determine our present attitude? 


Marchais: I was coming to that, but first one last remark: As you can see, the 
Communists have clear ideas about what they want. Those who constantly depict us as a 
party wandering blindly, groping its way along with no other prospect to offer but the 
one they sum up in one word -- "Moscow" -- we have the means of making those people 
change their tune, always supposing they really believe what they say. And we must waste 
no opportunity to do so -- it is of considerable political importance. 


There is no doubt that we must be more offensive than ever at the level of our organiza- 
tions in explaining, describing and enumerating the content of the original socialist 
society which we are opposing: A society which is foreign to all models and which is 
completely designed on the basis of the French people's situation, needs and tastes. We 
are proposing a society which corresponds to the great aspirations of our country and 
our times, namely justice, new economic growth, culture and, perhaps most important of 
all, freedom. Socialism in freedom and through freedom is our plan. That is obviously 
not well enough known. Nobody will say it for us. 


But to return to your question. We have also made an unequivocal choice for progressing 
toward that prospect: the democratic path. That means the path of respecting the 
majority will at all times. 
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Cabanes: Do you mean that the French people who voted 1 year ago have the determining 
choice? 


Marchais: Absolutely. That is democracy: The people have decided. And their choice must 
be respected. The French people chose change but without approving the proposals which ve 
put to them. It is, therefore, in that framework that we are working. We are doing so by 
staying as close to them as possible, by progressing at the rate which they chose, by uniting 
them in action to promote solutions in keeping with their choice and our own outlook. 


Moreover that is what the workers expect from us: for us to be attentive to their difficulties 
and their hopes, for us to take action with them, as we have always done, to really improve 
things in their work, in their daily life, to ensure the defense and extension of their 
rights and for peace. 


Of course -- and we have never concealed this from our people — that will not be done 
without struggle. And today, in view of the strength of the attacks launched by the right 
and the employers, in view of their furious desire for revenge, we say that the forces of 
change have no more important task than that of strengthening their union, of rallying as 
many people as possible, without any exceptions, to place the people's movement on the 
offensive. 


So, that is one more reason for the Communists to adopt a conquering, uniting and bold 
attitude, as we did by taking the initiative of proposing a great unitary 1 May. Now is 
really not the time for the Communists to isolate themselves. Instead it is time for an 
open, democratic and unitary attitude, entirely directed at the workers, at the people, 
heeding them, making proposals, debating, acting and winning what can be won. In a word, 
it is time to move forward with then. 


Cabanes: Let us deviate for a moment. You talk of a democratic path. That therefore rules 
out any use of violence, and everybody will admit that this is particularly clear for the 
communists. However, we have recently witnessed a series of terrorist acts. Is there not 
reason for legitimate anxiety? And what can be done to counter that? 


Marchais: It is true, it is worrying. But I would say that, on this question about which 
people are perhaps naturally more sensitive than any other, it is crucially important to 
keep a cool head. 


What is the first observation that we can make? It is that in France, and this is even more 
true since 10 May, all social forces can make their voices heard without resorting to 
violence. Nothing could, therefore, justify any armed action at all, in any form for any 
reason whatever. And yet, despite that, bombs have exploded. And there have been victims. 
Whom does that benefit? 


It is certainly not of any direct benefit to the terrorists themselves. Such acts inspire 
unanimous condemnation and horror in the entire French population, without exception. But 
is the goal sought by the bombers to increase sympathy for their avowed cause? Obviously 
not. Im the case of the two most violent attacks — the one on the Capitole and the one in 
the Rue Marbeuf — the "cause" is even still a secret. Nobody has claimed responsibility 
for either, and they struck at anonymous victims. It is not even known for sure whether 
their origin is international or internal. 


The only aim, therefore, is fear. The aim is to deliverately cause fear and to try to make 
it even more irrational since the threat is vague and strikes at random. Let us rephrase 
the question: Whom does that benefit? Who benefits by the rightwing press seizing on the 
terrorist acts, giving pages and pages of photographs and supporting commentaries? Who 
benefits by increasing that vague feeling of fear, by the most random hypotheses and 
accusations, the constant, obsessive repetition of the word "terrorism" in all the big media 
in relation to everything and anything? 


Whom does that benefit? The answer is clear: Always and exclusively the right. It benefits 
the right which, against all truth and probability, is finding an additional opportunity, 
like Reagan, to accuse...the USSR and the socialist countries. 
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It benefits the right which, not stopping at any indecency or dirty blow, 
the anxiety created by these actions in order to try to destabilize the internal French 
situation. It benefits the right which goes so far as to use those facts to turn thes 
into a war machine against the leftwing government. This is being done to such an extent 
that there is good reason to wonder whether this campaign on "terrorist" does not comple- 
ment, in a different tone but serving the same objectives and interests, the campaign on 
“human rights" whose mechanisms, I recall, we analyzed at the 24th congress. 


But in that case, what means can be used to combat that phenomenon? 


I think that there must be two kinds of means. First, of course, there are the police and 
lega} means. We unequivocally advocate determined action against the perpetrators of such 
acts in order to prevent any demonstration of terrorisa. 


But there are also other means, political ones — the ones which consist of exposing the 
methods of this rightwing campaign, denying it any opportunity to turn the blood of inno- 
cent victims into an instrument of propaganda in the service of its rotten cause. In 

other words, let us make the right's task impossible by an appropriate, reasoned reply which 
avoids both abstract statements and overdramatization. Who knows whether terrorist acts 
might not become scarcer once they no longer benefit it [the right]? 


Cabanes: I am surprised, in listening to your reply, not to hear you use the word: 
“insecurity.” In the rightwing campaigns which you mention those two notions of terrorism 
and insecurity are constantly linked. 


Marchais: You are right. In its attempt to create the atmosphere of fear it is seeking, 

the right is in fact trying to lump together terrorism and the insecurity caused by petty 

and moderately serious delinquency. That is being done in an attempt to demand the return 
of the Giscardian policy of questioning freedoms and of police checks on individuals. 


However, these two phenomena cannot be compared in any way. Although terrorism, as I have 
shown, has no social base in France, delinquency — not bigtime gangsterism but the 

petty and moderately serious delinquency into which the most vulnerable individuals, parti- 
cularly young people, can sink — has its sources in the crisis which our society is 
experiencing and in its repercussions which the former policy further aggravated. It is 
the “child” of unemployment, glaring social inequalities, inadequate education and voca- 
tional training and the breakup of human relationships. 


To stem and reduce it, especially among young people, we must primarily tackle those causes. 
That is what we are suggesting. It is, moreover, the whole purpose of our action. Of 
course, we are fully aware that the situation cannot be improved in a day and we do not 
deny the need to take a series of measures to make it possible to fully guarantee the 
citizens’ essential security. But, in any case, those measures have nothing to do with 
those required by terrorism. I repeat that those two phenomena have no connection. 


Cabanes: I think that that is an important explanation. I will now return to our party's 
political activity. You demonstrated before that the 24th congress had made it possible 
for our strategy to be updated, for it to be anchored in the French situation and the 
realities of the contemporary world and a new political practice in a new situation.... 
That is a great deal of innovation all at once! Do you think that is automatically 
accepted by the Communists? In other words, where does the party stand after the 24th 


congress? 


Marchais: Nothing is automatically accepted, especially when, as in the present case, 
it is necessary to assimilate innovations and act on them. Many efforts are being made 
and must continue to be made by all Communists at all levels — from the cell to the 
Central Committee -- to ensure that our 24th congress in its entirety really becomes 
the common property of the whole party. 
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The worst possible mistake would be to think that we should move on to something else 
now that the congress is over. No. The 24th congress chapter is not f - Mot at 
all. For the strategy, the political line which the Communists democratically drew up 
then is the one we are implementing and will continue to implement over the whole coming 
period. 


We must, therefore, returm to the 24th congress. And, let us be frank, for some Communists 
it is necessary tc come to the 24th congress for the first time. I have met Communists — 
and I am sure that I am not the only one — who, during a discussion, seem to discover a 

a particular idea which was expressed quite clearly at the 24th congress. We must not 

be afraid, therefore, to make a great deal of effort to explain, study, read and reread 

its decisions in order to ensure that they do not remain a dead letter. One of the ideas 
of our 24th congress was precisely that “the lag in drawing up our strategy is not entirely 
a thing of the past," and that “in some respects it still characterizes our political 
practice.” Ali Communists will agree that action to make good that lag is a crucial task. 


Cabanes: It is also the leadership's responsibility.... 


Marchais: Obviously. That is why, since the end of the 24th congress, we have tried 
to sake people clearly understand the meaning of its decisions and put them into practice. 
As I have already said, that must be done in our country and at the international level. 


I will take this latter aspect of our activity. The visit to Beijing by a delegation from 
our party, at the CCP’s invitation, has just borne witness to the possibilities now 
emerging for new relations between communist parties. Those relations, based on independence, 
strict equality of rights, noninterference, the recognition of the right to have different 
or even conflicting views on a particular question, make possible open cooperation on 

common objectives. 


More recently, delegations from our party have visited Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, Ethiopia 
and Democratic Yemen. I personally had the opportunity to visit Cuba and Nicaragua. I 

am going to meet with Enrico Berlinguer soon, and to take part in several delegations: 

to Algeria, Yugoslavia in a few weeks' time, and finally China before the end of the year. 
Our party has also just taken part in the important conference of Mediterranean progressive 
parties and organizations, and other meetings are scheduled in Paris and in other countries. 
Of course, we are developing our solidarity with the Palestinian people and with the PLO, 
their representative. We support the struggle of the Saharan people, the Turkish people 
and the Namibian and South African peoples.... In short, the French Communists are giving 
practical demonstrations of their solidarity with all the forces in the world struggling 
for social and national emancipation, peace and socialisn. 


At the same time we have held two Central Committee sessions in the past 3 months, not 

to mention the battle for the canton elections. For instance, we have taken important 
steps to improve Communists’ training. We have adopted the document on the workers’ rights 
and powers which I mentioned before. We have also examined our mass work in the enterprise 
before turning to our political activity in places of work as we planned. Tomorrow we 

will start a 3-day meeting, in the presence of the federal secretaries, aimed at a detailed 
exchange of views on the implementation of our policy, without any introductory report, 

and on our party's life and organization on the basis of a report from Paul Laurent. In 
short, you can see that we have not wasted our time. That is only natural: Our one goal 
is to improve our activity in order to supply our people with the effective tool they need 
for making progress -- a tool well-suited to the situation. Of course, all that cannot 

be done overnight. But we ure working constantly. 


Cabanes: All that cannot be done in a day....especially since, as you said during the 
meeting with the Paris cell secretaries, the political situation is complicated and what 
the Communists are being asked to do is difficult. 


Marchais: Yes, but we must pull together. It is true that in Paris I used the word 
“complicated” to describe the present situation. In what way? Why is our task "complicated"? 

















Because it is new. We Communists 
in the majority and in government. 
with the joint progrm: We now have to implzcment a new strategy. We have been used to 
referring to a “model” of socialism which we placed in a remote context: We are struggling 
for a socialist society which, as I exp 

and which is on the agenda of our people's struggles. Therefore each Ccz=wmmist must update 
his way of living, thinking and acting and must adopt new habits. That undoubtedly requires 
effort. “It is complicated." 
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Nonetheless, we must not make the mistake of being seized with vertigo in the face of this 
difficulty, since that would lead to paralysis or the fear of doing badly. The problems 
we are encountering are new. We must build, achieve and succeed, and it is undoubtedly 
difficult. But let us not harp on that too much. Those problems are not insuperable. 
After all, we have encountered similar problems and have overcome then. 


All in all, the main thing now, as in all circumstances, is not to lose sight of the essen- 
tial point. And the essential point is that our task is to organize the workers" union and 
action on the basis of our political line and our strategy. The workers expect us to act 
as we have always done: to defend them, to stand by them in order to achieve progres: by 
helping them to achieve practical changes in their working and living conditions. And we 
have to do that in much more favorable circumstances than before, since the left is in 
power and we are in government and the majority. 


So, for pity's sake, let us have no war of words and no excuses to justify a wait-and-see 
attitude. 


I fully believe that the “fear of doing badly" which you mention is a real issue. We 
ourselves rightly place a great deal of emphasis on the fact that we are in the government, 
and in the majority, that we must be co...tructive and act in a positive way.... But does 
that not lead some comrades to hesitate in echoing a particular demand or joining a parti- 
cular struggle...? In short, do some people not think that it is better not to take any 
action for fear of "making wavee"™ which would embarrass the government? 


Marchais: If some comrades think in that way — and, like you, I am convinced that some 
do -- they are wrong. They are completely mistaken to think that passiveness and a wait- 
and-see attitude is what most favors the action of the government and majority. 


One year ago the French people chose a new policy which makes it possible to really improve 
things in our country. It was to implement such a policy that the leftwing majority was 
elected, that the government was formed and that the Communist ministers took their place 
in it. 


Now, as I have shown, the policy is encountering considerable obstacles. The right and the 
employers are using all the means at their disposal and pushing with all their might to 
defeat it. They are mobilizing and taking action, they are waging the class struggle. And 
they are doing so fiercely. 


In these conditions, the people's action is necessary to satisfy the legitimate economic, 
social and democratic demands. The people's action is necessary to progress toward the 
attainment of the objectives for which the French people have opted. In short, the people's 
action is necessary to crush the maneuvers of the right and the employers and to continue 
the task which has been started in good conditions. Moreover, one of our strategy's central 
points is that the implementation of change and the building of the new society will, at 
each stage, be the work of our people themselves. Social change is inconceivable without 
the workers’ broadest possible intervention, our people's active participation and self- 


management. 


One last word on this subject. There may be people who say: "We have plenty of time...." 
In a way that is true. We have the necessary time for attaining all the objectives set. 
But we must not allow the grass to grow under our feet. Five years and sev-nyears pass 
quickly. Allow me to add: All historical experience shows that our people have often 
been more demanding and more impatient toward the left than toward the right. 
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That capability for initiative and action by the Communists in all spheres presupposes 
a “grassroots” which is more aware, more active and more closely linked with the masses.... 


Marchais: I agree. But we sust asake ourselves clear on that point too. Our approsch 
undoubtedly gives new responsibilities to the cells and hence to the cell secretaries 
and bureaus. What we need more than anything else is living cells in the enterprises, 
districts and villages. In other words, cells which establish a regular link with all 
their members, which meet regularly, which have discussions and have clear ideas. We 
need cells which are closely linked with the working men and women around thes. We need 
active cells capable of taking appropriate initiatives without necessarily waiting for 
everything to come “from above.” 


Are we to conclude from that that the leaders at other lewr!s — sections, federations, 
the Central Committee — have less to do and, in short, oniy have to watch the cells 
carrying on their activities? That would be ridiculous. The comrades who have been 
elected to shoulder those responsibilities must, instead, do more, precisely because 
they must pay much closer attention to the cells’ life and activity, particularly to the 
enterprise cells. They must do so not to apportion blame or praise but to give each 
Communist practical help in implementing our policy in a creative way. And they must do that 
by setting an example, showing what it is possible for a cell to do in practice to rally 
people, promote action and achieve things. This is a decisive question because there is 
no point in hoping to put the whole party on the right course if the main section leaders 
do not spend most of their time giving the cells in their section political and practical 
help to act effectively. 


In addition, our statements about the need to give priority to work "at grassroots level" 
never meant that the political initiative should henceforth rest with the cells alone. There 
are problems and demands which arise at the level of the big enterprises, cities and cantons 
covered by the sections, or at the departmental or even national level. Consequently, there 
are bound to be initiatives and decisions which can only be taken by the Central Committee, 
the federation or the section. 


Thus we want Communists who are aware, active and have links with the masses. But that 
concerns the whole party and all its leaders at all levels. 


Cabanes: One last question: In view of all that, of all those possibilities and also 
those difficulties, are you more anxious or optimistic? 


Marchais: You mentioned the Paris meeting before. At that meeting I demonstrated, on the 
basis of several facts, that it is possible for us to detect developments in the right 
direction which, even if they are slow, are now making progress. Since then < little more 
than 2 weeks has passed. Success has been achieved at Renault-Flins in a struggle which 
was, nonetheless, difficult and complex. There is the conflict at Citroen where the 
workers are showing an exemplary combativeness and sense of responsibility and are 
receiving growing popular support. We have seen the scope of the 1 May celebrations. 

The party's lily of the valley sale has also been a great success: All comrades are 
unanimous in asserting that the reception which the workers gave them on that occasion 
was a considerable improvement on last ywar. And, speaking more generally, there are the 
results obtained in the enterprises, and urban districts throughout the country where the 
Communists are taking the initiative. 


So, let us be cautious: One swallow does not make a summer. But, at the same time, ve 
must not underes. imate those developments, even though they are still only gentle 
stirrings. Experience shows that some obstacles are gradually being removed and 
reservations toward us are vanishing. We are in demand. Many people are now prepared 
to listen to us and, I am sure, to act with us provided we are able to talk to them 
clearly and realistically and provided we can put appropraite proposals to then. 


Cabanes: There may be other problems which we have not discussed.... 
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Marchais: Yes, I would like to say a few words about a major issue: that of peace and 
disarmament. The demand for peace is constantly growing in the world and particularly 

in Europe. In the FRC, Italy and Britain very recently big demonstrations gathered 
hundreds of thousands of people together to protest the deployment of new nuclear missiles 
in Europe and the manufacture of the neutron bomb. 


The United States itself is not escaping this formidable groundswell of opinion. Demonstra- 
tions are being staged there. Prominent political figures in that country are advocating 
a freeze on nuclear armaments and the renunciation of the first nuclear strike. 


At the same time the peoples in the developing countries are loudly asserting their demand 
for the fabulous sums swallowed up in the arms race to be used for social and economic 


progress. 


Thus the same aspiration is being voiced on all continents: It is for the well-being of 
men and peoples that we must mobilize all the world's means and resources, and not for 
their destruction. That mobilization for peace has already helped to bring about the 
start of negotiations on the limitation and reduction of all the “Euromissiles." A 
Brezhnev-Keagan meeting has been placed on the agenda. 


Those facts bear witness to the real influence of public opinion. But, as everybody can 
see, Keagan and the other advocates of the arms race have not yet abandoned their plan 
to deploy new American missiles in Europe in 1983 at any cost. They are stepping up 
their maneuvers to present the Geneva and Madrid negotiations producing positive results. 


It is therefore vital for popular pressure to be further intensified on the occasion of 
the second extraordinary UN session on disarmament which opens in New York 7 June. Our 
people must be “in tune” with what is happening in the world. 


So, where do we stand here in France? United action for peace and disarmament has already 
produced initiatives like the huge rally staged by the peace movement in Paris 25 October. 
The Paris appeal launched on that occasion has collected hundreds of thousands of 
signatures. The result of that campaign will be assessed during the Nimes Festival, 21 
through 23 May, and will be passed on to the United Nations. Thus, in the few remaining 
days the Communists must join with the other forces involved in this campaign to help 
collect signatures and organize participation in that rally, which has national and 
international significance. 


But at the same time our party cells and sections must take their own initiatives to 
boost that demand for peace. For we Communists who are struggling for a world without 
arms and without war this must be "a major axis of our struggle," as we said at the 
24th congress. What we want is for our people and our country to play their full part 
in the universal movement for peace by loudly proclaiming the desire for an end to the 
nuclear escalation, the demand for a negotiated and balanced reduction in all armaments, 
for equal security for all states and peace for all peoples. We are prepared to act in 
France, Europe and the world with all willing men ard wmen without exception to attain 
those noble objectives. Peace, disarmament, security for all, the broadest cooperation 
with all states and all peoples, friendship with everybody -- that is what we Communists 
want. 


As you see, our party cannot delegate its own responsibilities to anybody. That task is 
not “just another" one. It must always be more central to our struggle in the enterprises 
and urban districts for all our organizations. 

Cabanes: What is your final word? 


Marchais: Listen, I think it emerges from this whole interview: Onto the offensive. 
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MITTERRAMD WARES UK OM EEC AGRICULTURAL TALKS 
LD191630 Paris Domestic Service in French 1600 GT 19 May 82 


[Text] A grave varning from Francois Mitterrand to Creat Britain: The French President 
broke off talks he was holding during lunch with Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid to 
take a stand on thi< crisis shaking Europe over agricultura™ prices. Mr Mitterrand has 
asked London to respect the spirit of Community rules or else take the consequences of 
its attitude on its presence or the role it intends to play in the Community. 


This is an ultimatum. The statement by the president of the republic led Pierre Mauroy, 
his prime minister, to say just now in the National Assembly that Margaret Thatcher has 
found opposite her a French president as inflexible as herself. 


Mauroy Statement 
LDi91814 Paris Domestic Service in French 1700 G4T 19 May 82 


[Excerpt] In the National Assembly this afternoon Prime Minister Pierre 
developed on the remarks made by President Mitterrand [in Algiers]. As you will hear he 
was also hard on Great Britain. 


[Begin recording) The president of the republic stated to Mrs Thatcher that the probles 
of agricultural prices should not be linked to budgetary problems for which Great 
Britain is asking for a standing dispensation from the Community rules. This then is 
what France has done in Brussels. Prices had to be fixed and were in accordance with 
the normal provisions of the common agricultural policy. The president of the republic 
also told her that he should not have signed the 30 May 81 agreement on the British 
budget contribution, an agreement which was not good for the Community and which was 
costly for France. France thus will not sign the same type of agreement in 1982. 


France has had the opportunity to show its political solidarity with Great Britain in 
its dispute with Argentina. [end recording] 


FOREIGN MINISTRY MEMO ON FALKLANDS PUBLISHED 

PM190925 Paris LE FIGARO Magazine in French 15-21 May 82 pp 112-113 

[Report on “confidental" memorandum sent to French External Relations Minister Claude 
Cheysson by the External Relations Ministry's American department chief 22 April, and 
on letter sent by Cheysson with the memorandum to ministry departments 27 April) 
[Text] Memorandum for the minister. 

Subject: The Falklands — the lessons of a fiasco. 

Whatever the outcome of the Falklands affair, Britain's prestige will suffer from the 
initial errors. Those mistakes should be pointed out to avoid our repeating thes 
should we be faced with a comparable situation. 

List of main British failings 

Before the attack: 

1 — The complacency of a great power: Resting on the certainty that a country like 
Argentina would never dare to attack the greatest power of the last century, which is, 
in addition, equipped with "r sclear teeth,” the British Government wrongly thought 


Buenos Aires’ use of force was “unthinkable.” (An-Nasir's "I am taking the canal" 
should, however, have opened their eyes to the limits of “historical prestige.") 
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2 -- Weakness in the analysis of the enemy position: Bilateral negotiations have 
been going on for so long without results that the British (who, moreover, vere 
prolonging them deliberately) were incapable of grasping the “signals,” although 
they were clear, of a turning point. Thus they did not attack importance to the 
Argentine threat to resort to “other means" should the negotiations fail. 


3 — Mistaken assesrwent of Argentina's determination and capabilities: The British 
Goverament, professing, deep down, a degree of disdain for the “Latins” and a justified 
version for the military dictatorship, regarded as pure bluster the assertion of a 
nationalism so strong that it succeeded in reuniting the “domestic front" (radicals, 
people fighting for justice [Justicialists] and even Montoneros) in a surprising way 
immediately after the strong Peronist demonstrations which were violently repressed. 


4 — Failure to use intelligence: That overconfidence led to unbelievable negligence, 
like that of attaching no value to the precise and consistent intelligence emanating 
both from the American special services and the British Embassy in Buenos Aires which 
announced the Argentine military preparations directed against the archipelago several 
days in advance. 


5 — Lack of political and psychological preparation for the crisis. Britain had not 
kept its allies informed of the developments of the crisis (which had been apparent 
for several weeks), still less a public opinion which often did not even know of the 
existence of that "forgotten dispute." 


After the attack: 


1 -- Delayed and incoherent information: Although the Argentine aggression had taken 
place in the night of Thursday 1 to Friday 2 April, the British were still officially 
denying any attack on the afternoon of 2 April, thus giving the impression of 
vacillation and disarray. 


2 — Impulsive nature of the decision to respond: It was, however, an extremely 

impulsive reaction which led the prime minister to dispatch the fleet without seeming to 
give due consideration to the implications of such a gesture and without prior parliamentary 
debate. 


3 — “Overreaction": This was first shown by the government: Sending 70 surface ships 
(almost three-fourths of the fleet in a position to set sail) and several nuclear-powered 
submarines to recover an archipelago situated at the other end of the world and inhabited 
by 1,800 people (who are, moreover, not full citizens) may seem to be an operation out 

of proportion with the subject of the quarrel. It was then shown by the population: The 
orchestration of the media in Britain is causing a "polarization" of public opinion 
distracted from major problems by a paroxysm of nationalist pressure. 


4 — Delay in operational implementation: Rather like in the Suez crisis, the mobilization 
of military means was done hastily and with some confusion which delayed the fleet's 
departure for its objectives (recall of navy reservists in public-address systems and 

small ads). 


5 — Inadequate analysis of the consequences of the international crisis: Finally, it 
seems that Britain misjudged the repercussions of its military reaction. For instance, 
it probably underestimated the Latin American "gut" solidarity which, after a period 

of expectancy, grew stronger, going so far as to bridge ideological gaps (Cuban-Argentine 
rapprochement). Similarly, it overestimated the support it was entitled to expect from 
the United States, which it placed in a position likely to be damaging to Haig's 

position as a mediator and to American credibility. Britain has also given the Soviet 
Union opportunities for intervention in a strategically vital zone which had hitherto 
been clused to it. 


As can be seen, although there are some positive elements, like success at the Security 
Council and the European allies’ solidarity (but at what price?), the overall picture is 


fairly damming. 
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External Relations Ministry. 
Paris 27 April 1982. 
Memorandun. 

Thoughts on the Falklands — 


I am enclosing the analysis of the "Faiklands fiasco" which our American department chief 
has just made. While not supporting all his judgements (I do not think there is and, 
above all, there should not be a “comparable situation" for us; Mrs Thatcher's react/on 
may have been extreme, it does not strike me as having been premature; the immediate 
attitude adopted by the European partners -- the Community and Norway -- in very painful 
circumstances for some — Germany and especially Italy -- has considerable value...), I 
think that your colleague's analysis is very interesting. I would particularly like each 
of you to consider, and urge each of your assistance to consider, some aspects: the 
“complacency” of the former great power; the instinctive and elementary disdain for the 
statements of those Latins, those "foreign adventurers"; the technocratic reaction in 
face of embarrassing intelligence; the obvious desire of the distinguished men in the 
Foreign Office not to involve the common public and equally common political circles in 
the sophisticated thinking that was required.... 


At the American department chief's level, and especially at the military level, the 
government is systematically making a thorough examination of the weaknesses, shortcomings 
and inadequacies shown in Britain before and during this crisis. France will draw its 
conclusions from that, equally systematically, possibly in the form of instructions. 


An initial consideration -- which, I repeat, I want to be general — free from any self- 
satisfaction strikes me as necessary. It is to prompt that that I am now sending this 


message. 
[Signed] Claude Cheysson. 
ENVOY HEADING DELEGATION TO OECD REPLACED 





PM181131 Paris LE MONDE in French 13 May 82 p 4 


[Text] The JOURNAL OFFICIEL for Wednesday 12 May carries the appointment of Mr Emile 
Cazimajou as ambassador heading the permament delegation to the OECD. He replaces Mr 
Christian d‘Aumale. 
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LIBYA'S JALLUD ARRIVES IN ROME ON OFFICIAL VISIT 
LD191258 Tripoli Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GIT 19 May 82 


[Text] Immediately after arriving in Rome at noon today, Staff Maj ‘Abd eo-Salem Abed 
Jallud met with Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Spadolini at his office The 
meeting was joined by the brother secretary of the People’s bureau for Foreign Liaison, 
the brother secretary for heavy industries end the brother se:retary of the Popular 
Committee of the People's Bureau of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamshiriysh in 
Rome. On the Italian side, the meeting vas attended by Foreign Minister Beilic Colombo 
and the Italian ambassador to the Jamshiriyah. 


Major Jallud arrived in Rome by air at noon today on am official visit to Italy. At the 
airport he was given a great welcome. Those velcoming hin were led by the Italian prize 
minister, a number of Italian officials, the Italian ambassador to the 

the brother secretary and members of the Popular Committee of the Peop 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah in Rome. 


: 
| 
2 
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Major Jallud is accompanied on his visit by the secretary of the Popular Committee of 
the People’s Bureau for Foreign Liaison, the secretary for heavy industries and a nur ser 
of technicians and experts. 


Begins Talks 
LD192258 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2030 CMT 19 May 82 


(Text) Prime Minister Spadolini and Libya's ‘Abd as-Salam Jallud held talks today following 
which Foreign Minister Colombo discussed bilateral relations and energy supplies to Italy 
with his Libyan colleague, Al-"Ubaydi. Colombo expressed understanding and support for 
Libya's policy of nonalignment. Jallud had already emphasized this policy and had 

stressed the role which Italy, as both a European and Mediterranean country, could play 

in increasing Europe's understanding of Arab positions. 


Foreign Minister Colombo and Al-‘Ubsydi also discussed the problems that have been created 
as a result of the blocking of payments to 150 Italian firms which operate in Libya. These 
fires employ a total of about 20,000 people and contribute substantially to the developssnt 
of Libya. 


FOREIGN MINISTER TALKS WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS 





For Jerusalem Domestic Service, Jerusalem POST and Rome ANSA reportage on Foreign Minister 
Builio Colombo’s visit to Israel, including his arrival statement, talks with President 
Yitzhaq Mavon, Prime Minister Menahem Begin, Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir and Labor 
Party Chairman Shim‘on Peres and a news conference, see the Israel section of the 13, 14, 
and 17 May Middle East and Africa DAILY REPORT. 


NEW GUINEA-BISSAU AMBASSADOR -- Rome 14 May (ANSA) — The Italian Government has given 
its agreement to the appointment of Leonel Sebastiao Vieira as Guinea-Bissau's new 
ambassador in Rome, according to Foreign Ministry sources here. [Text] [Rome ANSA in 
English 0850 GMT 14 May 82 AU) 
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PAPER SEES JORGENSEN GOVERNMENT NEARING CRISIS 





PM191119 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 14 May 82 p 8 





{Editorial: “Wasted Months"] 


[Text] The prime minister has given himself and his two support parties 4 days in which to 
reach agreement. If before then this Folketing majority has not confirmed its support for 
the Social Democratic action plan and its economic consequences, Anker Jorgensen will 
abandon his attempts to stay on as prime minister. Others — that is, the opposition 
parties -- will then have to point to who will be the prime minister in a new government. 
This will happen without a Folketing election taking place. 


This seems to be the program from which the prime minister is working. It is not clear from 
this program whether the Social Democrats will make energetic and flexible efforts toward 
an agreement which could ensure the survival of the government, or whether in their heart 
of hearts they are looking forward to abandoning government power. Outwardly it is of 
course necessary for the government to behave as if it intends to do everything it can to 
win the support of the Radical Liberals and the Socialist People's Party [SF] for its 
proposed policies. If it gives up without trying to convince the public of its desire to 
fight for policies, it will be difficult for it to explain why it had any desire at all to 
hold on to government power in December. In such a case the population would be right in 
thinking that the Social Democrats had wasted 6 precious months, that these were barren 
months for the Folketing, and that they have done more harm than good to society. In the 
same way the Radical Liberals and the SF must see themselves as forced to enter the coming 
days’ negotiations with at least a formally positive desire to reach a settlement. For 
it was these two parties which called on Anker Jorgensen 6 months ago to stay on as prime 
minister, and it is these two parties which have kept the government alive these 6 months. 


When the varnish has been scraped off all the grand statements however, the facts are 
revealed, and it is indisputable that they contain a warning that Anker Jbrgensen's days as 
prime minister are almost over. The Social Democrats are obwiously irritated that thev 

are at the center of a tug-of-war and are demanding that an agreement be based on Social 
Democratic policies. The government is hardly likely to win such support without fulfilling 
certain conditions. The Radical Liberals’ condition is that a real incomes policy must be 
drawn up. The SF condition is that the employment program must be expanded. It is possible 
that the government will act as if it is ready to meet both these conditions. But it knows 
in advance that its two support parties will not be able to accept each other's conditions. 
Once this has been stated, it is clear that the efforts to reach an agreement are doomed 

to failure. 


The government and its two support parties have 4 days to prove that they were right to 
extend the government's life by 6 miserable months. If they cannot find proof of this -- 
and this seems highly likely -- they will have proved that a different government should 
have been formed after the Folketing election. 
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TIMER CABINET DISCUSSES ARCENTINE PROPOSALS _ 


LD191046 London BBC Domestic Service in English 1000 GiT 19 May 8&2 


at Downing Street. The meeting also reviewed the stat 
force in the South Atlantic. 


"Not Encouraging’ 
LD191208 London PRESS ASSOCIATION ‘4m English 1155 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] Mrs Margaret Thatcher today described the Argentinian reply to the latest UN peace 
proposals as “not very encouraging.” “The gap looks big,” the price minister said in an 
interview on Jimmy Young's BBC radio programe. 


But she said she hed only seen an outline of the reply, delivered early today to the UN 
secretary-general and it still had to be considered in detail. "The gap looks b 
we must look at it (the reply) first,” she said. 


“But we in Britain stand for certain things. Our people there are now being denied the 
freedoms which are their heritage. We also stand for international law. We will try to 
uphold it still by peaceful settlement. We can't do that if the Argentinians are not 
prepared to agree. If they are not, the responsibility for anything else must be theirs.” 


Mrs Thatcher said that so far she had only received a “preliminary indication” of the 
Argentine reply. “We haven't s-tually had the full reply yet — just a preliminary 
indicetion from our ambassador in New York,” she said. "But from the indications that 
were given to him I's afraid it doesn't look very encouraging.” 


Mre Thatcher was speaking after a meeting of the inner cabinet which demanded a swift final 
response by the Argentine junta to the proposals. If this response, like all previous 
ones, remains unacceptable to Britain, an invasior of the Falkland Islands by the 
veekend seems inevitable. 





The preliminary response from Buenos Aires reached Sir Anthony Parsons, Britain's 
ambassador to the United Nations, through the secretary general, Mr Perez de Cuellar, 
yesterday. But the junta made clear when delivering its preliminary reaction that a 
final response vould follow. 


The delay is suspected by the government to be a further attempt by Argentina to string 
out the negotiations so they can entrench themselves more firmly on the islands. 


On the radio programme, Mrs Thatcher was asked about the eventual outcome of the dispute. 
She stressed that the islanders sust be permitted to determine their own future. She 
said sovereignty could only be handed over to Argentinia if that was their wish. 


“If the Falkland Islanders said: ‘Look, we want to have an arrangement with the Argentinians,' 
then we would have to consider it,” said Mrs Thatcher. "I personally think that after this 
terrible experience the last thing they will want to do is have close associations with 


the Argentines.” 


The prime minister also ruled out the possibility of a leasing arrangement. The idea 
had already been discussed with the islanders and they had firmly rejected it, she said. 
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Mrs Thatcher also indicated that she would be in favour of » UN administration while talks 
took place over sovereignty. "The important thing is that during that period the people 
on the island must be allowed to lead the life to which they have been used," she said. 


“There must be no attempt to so change the life of the islanders that it sould lead inevi- 
tably to a great influx of Argentinians and to a transfer of sovereignty. We have to 
arrange that interim period so that it does not prejudge the final outcome because that 

is still a matter for negotiation,” said Mrs Thatcher. 


Final Response Reczived 
LD192050 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 2031 GMT 19 Mey 82 
[By Chris Moncrieff, PA chief political correspondent] 


(Text] Mrs Thatcher received Argentina's final response to Britain's proposals for ending 
the Falklands Islands dispute without further bloodshed just before 9 pm tonight. 


No details of the contents were being made available immediately; but the prime minister 
was studying them urgently. The government continues to remain pessimistic about the 
outcome. 


The preliminary response to Britain's proposals, received from Buenos Aires on Tuesday 
night, were considered earlier by the so-called war cabinet and described afterwards a; 
“not being satisfactory." 


There is no indication that the final response from the junta will be any more acveptable 
to Britain. If not, then an invasion seems inevitable. 


Meanwhile, the British Government is planning to issue tomorrow a white paper or some 
similar official document, speliing out the terms of Britain's proposals and the nature 
of the Argentine response. The document is being produced at speed — and will probably 
be published in typescript. 


PEREZ DE CUELLAR SUBMITS 'LAST-DITCH' PROPOSALS 








LD201100 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1042 GMT 20 Mav 82 
[By Chris Moncrieff and David Healey, PA political staff] 


[Text] The so-called “war-cabinet" and later the full cabinet today considered a dramatic, 
last-minute intervention by United Nations Secretary General Senor Javier Perez de Cuellar 
in a bid to avert full-scale war over the Falklands. 


Within hours of the UN negotiations collapsing, the secretary general telephoned Mrs 
Thatcher and in a 10-minute call late last night appealed to her to make one last effort 
for peace. He made a similar phone call to President Galtieri of Argentina. 


After the calls he said he was gloomy about the prospects and there were wide gaps between 
the two sides on points of substance. The secretary general did not tell the prime minister 
during the telephone call that he was himself putting forward proposals. 


It was after his calls that he formulated hic last-ditch proposals. These were handed to 
Sir Anthony Parsons, Britain's ambassador to the United Nations, and despatched by telegram 
overnigi. It was not considered necessary to wake Mrs Thatcher during the night and she 
first ksew of the proposals at about 6 an. 


It is the first time since the crisis began on March 18 that Senor Perez de Cuellar has 
personally intervened with his own set of proposals. 
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His ideas have also been sent to Buenos Aires. The secretary general has said he is 
persuaded that talks can go on without prejudice to either side. 


Whitehall sources were insisting that the latest initiative does not rule out Britain's 
freedom to take military action at any time. This is not regarded as delaying the outcome, 
as the cabinet would anyway have considered the "discouraging" Argentine final response 

to Britain's proposals. 


A full English text of the response was received at Downing Street just before 9 pm 
last night. The prime minister studied them after her working dinner at Downing Street 
with Mr Muldoon, the New Zealand prime minister. 


The prime minister might be able to tell MP's when she opens the sixth emergency Commons 
debate on the crisis this afternoon how the cabinet has responded to the secretary 
general's proposals. 


His move puts in doubt the publication today of documents outlining the diplomatic moves 
since the crisis began, including the responses from Buenos Aires. The timing of the 
publication will probably be decidell by the cabinet today. 


HARRIERS AGAIN ATTACK PORT STANLEY AREA 19 MAY 





LD192352 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 2346 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] A task force destroyer carried out a "further substantial bombardment" of military 
targets south of Port Stanley early on Wednesday morning, reported Brian Hanrahan of the 
BBC onboard HMS Hermes. Another attack on targets in East Falklands was also carried 

out by Harrier jets. 


"No (British) losses have been sustained but the results of either mission are not known. 
No other incidents have been reported," he said. 


Ministry Confirms Attack 
LD201024 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1017 GMT 20 May 82 
[Text] British aircraft have again carried out operations over the Falkland Islands, the 
Ministry of Defence said today. A short statement said: "Two Sea Harriers carried out 
a bombing raid last night on military targets eight miles from Port Stanley. Both air- 
craft returned safely." 


The ministry was unable to give further details. 


GOVERNMENT TO BROADCAST TO ARGENTINE TROOPS 








LD191154 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1138 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] The government is to broadcast its own radio programmes to Argentinian troops on 

the Falkland Islands, the Ministry of Defence [MOD] announced today. The government station, 
to be called Radio Atlantic del Sur, will transmit programmes in Spanish containing popular 
music as well as news items. 


An MOD spokesman said the news reporting would be strictly factual, and the station would 
not indulge in propaganda. The programmes will be produced by the ministry, and will be 
broadcast from a BBC transmitter on Ascension Island. Defence Secretary Mr John Nott 
will be responsible to Parliament for its operation. 


Radio Atlantic del Sur, when fully operational, will broadcast on 9710 kHz between 0018 
and 0945 GMT, and 2300 and 0200 GMT. 


An MOD spokesman said: "It is intended that by this means the Argentine garrison will 

become accurately informed of events in the South Atlantic and of world opinion of the present 
crisis, giving them a better understanding than is currently avajlable through wildly 
inaccurate Argentine reports. 
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“There are, of course, other factual broadcasts reaching the Falkland Islands, and these 
are aimed at a rather broader audience. There is therefore a gap to be filled, which, 
in view of its very specific nature, her majesty's govermment had decided should be a 
government task. No assistance will be sought from the BBC or other established media." 


The first programme from the new radio station could be broadcast tonight, Defense Ministry 
Spokesman Mr Ian McDonald said later. Mr McDonald couid not give the names of the announcers 
but he said some of them would have journalistic experience. The Spanish-speaking announcers 
will come from the Ministry of Defense and there might be women as well as men involved. 


Mr McDonald made it clear that the new station will be run by the Defense Ministry and he 
explained its aims to a news conference. "The thing is being put together in order to get 
across as clearly and cohesively as we can the facts of the situation as we see .hem, against 
the background of what we have perceived as a stream of daily misrepresentation." 


Mr McDonald said that the station will report facts as the Ministry of Defense sees then. 
Mr McDonald said the new venture was not made in response to Argentine broadcasts to the 
task force a short time after it set sail for the Falklands. There was no evidence that 
these Argentine broadcasts were continuing. 


Mr McDonald emphasized that information given out on the new station would not be propaganda. 
"We have set up this station to ensure that the facts get across," he said. 


“There is an appetite for a truthful account of this situation." Mr McDonald said a sig- 
nificant number of Argentine troops on the Falklands had their own radios so they could 
pick up the new station. He said the music broadcast to the Falklands would be “popular 
light music which will be to the taste of the audience." 


The cost of running the new station will be between 10,000 and 20,000 >ounds a week and 
Mr McDonald accepted that the Argentines might try to jam its programmes. 


Mr McDonald said the ministry was grateful to the BBC for the help it had given to set 
up the new radio station. He said steps would be taken to make it clear that the broad- 
casts were run by the Defense Ministry and not the BBC. 


It is understood that the broadcasts will mean a reduction in the sound quality of BBC 
English language transmissions to the Falkland Islands and to the task force. One of 

the four BBC transmitters currently operating on Ascension Island will be used at certain 
periods by the government and as a result loss of audibility is expected on English 
language transmissions to a number of areas. 


These are believed to include not only the F«iklands themselves but also the BBC English 
service to Latin America, including Argentina, and English language broadcasts to Africa. 


The BBC today confirmed that the government had exercised its right under a special clause 
of the corporation's licence to take over one of the Ascension Island transmitters. 


WHITEHALL ‘SOURCE' VIEWS LESSONS LEARNED 





PM191339 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 19 May p 32 
[Maj-Gen Edward Fursdon, defense correspondent, report: "Three Valuable Lessons") 


[Text] Three very important lessons for the future of Britain's defense have, so far, 
resulted from the Falklands operation, a senior Whitehall source said last night. 
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These are: The enormous reserve available for expansion for defence purposes of civilian 
assets, for example in shipping; the marvellous scope for practical improvisation which 
exist within those assets, such as the conversion of shipping to other roles and the 
fitting of helicopter landing pads to civilian ship's decks; and the vastly increased 
military capability resulting from the extension of airborne in-flight refuelling to 
different types of aircraft. In the future, this could be extended even further within 
such programmes as that for the Tornado aircraft. 


It would be a mistake, however, the source said, to rush any post-mortem examination at 


this state. In general terms the draft 1982 defence white paper could stand, but “obviously 


there were parts of it which would have to be looked at again." 


Paying tribute to the Royal Navy, the source said the logistic side of the whole 

operation to date “had been a triumph." One would have expected things “to have gone 
wrong very much more," he said. "For example, nothing had broken down, yet." Considering 
the distances involved, it was the same as mounting an operation to Hawaii, it has been 

a remarkable feat. 


Turning to the immediate Falklands military prospects, the task force “cannot go on 
tossing around forever in the South Atlantic and expect its equipment to be in peak 
condition for a landing,” he said. On the other hand, it would be wrong to make any 
landing prematurely and none was imminent. Ideally, if the current diplomatic efforts 
failed and a military option was implemented, the object would be to do this with minimum 
casualties to both sides. 


One would wish, therefore, to time it for when the Argentine garrison \\iad a minimum desire 
to fight. The recent Pebble Island raid had been highly successful and had also indicated 
a certain lack of enthusiasm on the part of the defenders. 


However, the long blockade alternative was still one option open for pursuit. 


Speculating on the situation which might pertain in the Falklands after the possibility 
of a successful British invasion, the source said, "Things can never be the same again 
as they were before." Much could change, for instance the attitude of the Falkland 
Islanders themselves. The Argentine junta might also fall and what would succeed it? 


The undertainties posed many political issved for any postrepossession negotiations, 
and military ones for defence and future garisoning. But, he stressed, there can be 

no final military solution; the Falk!ands problem must ultimately end with a diplomatic 
one. 


We should know this week whether the current diplomatic negotiations will succeed. 


The Argentines must know by now that they should have accepted the earlier Haig, or at 
best the Peruvian proposals, because these probably constitued the best position the 
Argentines could ever hope to get. The problem now is that the Argentine seems 
“rattled, confused and incapable of giving a clear answer or even of making a rational 
decision." 


ARGENTINE MILITARY REPORTEDLY DETAINING KELPERS 





PY181818 Paris AFP in Spanish 1759 GMT 18 May 82 


[Excerpts] A letter that was today received in London includes an assertion by a kelper 
that the Argentine military forces are arresting all the inhabitants who oppose then. 
This information included in a letter that John Cheek, a member of the Falkland 
Legislative Council, received from his father. 


The total number of arrested persons in unknown, but I think that the Argentines have 
built a prison for those who protest against their occupation of the islands, Cheek said. 
Cheek had left the archipelago shortly before the crisis. Cheek concluded: "They will 
have to arrest 1,600 persons because everyone is against them." 





VII. 20 May 82 GREECE — 


NICARAGUAN LEADER PLEASED; DELEGATION DEPARTS | — 
NC190917 Athens Armed Forces Radio in Greek 0800 GMT 19 May 82 * 


[Text] The large Nicaraguan Government delegation, headed by Mr Sergio Yamirez Mercado, 
meuber of the Sandinist junta ruling the country, left this morning for Manugua. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Papoulias saw the foreign officials off at the Ellinikon Airport. 


In a statement to the Armed Forces Information Service, Mr Ramirez Mercado described his 
meeting with Mr Papandreou as remarkable and added that he found absolute understanding by 

the Greek prime minister who is aware of Nicaraguan affairs. Mr Mercado said that it was 
agreed to establish full diplomatic relations between Greece and Nicaragua and to open offices 
in Athens and Managua. 


The Nicaraguan trade minister will come to Athens next week to conclude a trade relations 
agreement. Finally, Mr Ramirez Mercado mentioned the difficult relations of his country 
with the United States and with some of the Latin American countries, and added that 
revolution is a very difficult task. 


GOVERNMENT PROTESTS ULUSU VISIT TO CYPRUS 


— — 











NC191910 Athens Armed Forces Radio in Greek 1800 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] The government spokesman stated that today our country made a protest demarche to 
all NATO member states and the United Nations in connecticn with Turkish Prime Minister 
Ulusu's visit to the occupied territories of Cyprus. This demarche is being delivered by the 
Greek ambassadors serving abroad and in Ankara. 


The government spokesman stressed that the Turkish prime minister's visit to occupied Cyprus 
is a provocation of worldwide dimensions for which the Greek Government has already pro- 
tested to all the governments of the members states of the EEC, NATO and the United Nations 
because the UN resolutions are being flagrantly violated. The sole legitimate government 
of Cyprus is the Nicosia government, and only this government has the right to invite the 
prime minister of a foreign state to visit. 


The government spokesman added: This is definitely an attempt by the Turkish prime minister 
to give legal status to the grossly occupied part of Cyprus. In substance this is for 

the inspection of the occupation troops in Cyprus. This action confirms the soundness of 
the Greek Government's stance that it is impossible to hold a constructive and effective 
dialogue so long as the occupation of the northern part of Cyprus continues and the Turkish 
community is prevented from freely expressing its will. 


OIL DEPOSIT INDICATED AT WEST KATAKOLON 
NC200750 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 0700 GMT 20 May 82 





[Text] The Public Petroleum Corporation [DEP] has announced that there are indications 

that there is an oil deposit at oil boring West Katakolon 2, at Ilya [west Peloponnisos], 

at a depth of 2,625 meters. The DEP statement adds that it is not yet possible to establish 
the quality or quantity of oil. Boring will be continued to a depth of 3,100 meters and 
then tests will be carried out to establish the quality and size of the deposit. 

















VII. 20 May 82 TURKEY Tl 


FOREIGN MINISTER VIEWS RELATIONS WITH NATO 





TA181637 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 18 May 82 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ilter Turkmen, who is in Luxembourg to attend the NATO spring 
ministerial meetings, left for the FRG after the meetings were concluded. Before his 
departure, Turkmen made a statement to the Turkish journalists who were covering the 
Luxembourg NATO meetings, saying that during the meetings he revealed to other ministers 
Turkey's views on the matter of treaty solidarity, a prominent NATO issue, pointing out 
that this solidarity is necessary not only in East-West relations or the treaty's dealing 
with third countries, but among the treaty member countries as well. 


Turkmen said that he explained that what seemed to be a concerted effort to stop aid by 
NATO countries to Turkey undermined Turkey's economy, adding that there were some treaty 
member countries which naively believed such measures would accelerate the restoration of 
the democratic system in Turkey. Such a stand, Turkmen said, was not compatible with 
solidarity among NATO countries. Turkmen said that Turkey supported the Reagan proposals 
for the diminishing of strategic nuclear arms. 


In Bonn, the Turkish foreign minister is expected to meet tomorrow with FRG Foreign 
Minister Genscher. Bilateral relations, as well as relations between Turkey and the EEC, 
will be discussed during the meeting. Turkmen will give a lecture in Bonn on Turkish 
foreign policies in the FRG Foreign Policy Association. The foreign minister is 
expected back on Thursday, 20 May. 


PAKISTANI CHIEF OF STAFF ENDS ANKARA CONTACTS 





TA181713 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 18 May 82 


[Text] Pakistani chief of the General Staff Gen Mohammed Iqbal Khan, who is on an official 
visit to Turkey, completed his official contacts in Ankara today. The Pakistani general 
visited the military electronics factory [Aselsan] and was briefed by the factory manager, 
Hacim Komay. He then visited the Army War College and was received by College Commander 
Maj Gen Irfan Yay with a ceremony. After he talked with the college commander, the 
visiting chief of the General Staff toured the college and watched a sports demonstration 
by the students, who formed the visitor's name with their bodies. 


Following the ceremonies, General Iqbal Khan expressed his appreciation to the college 
commander. The Pakistani general will be present tomorrow at the ceremonies in Ankara 
to mark the Ataturk youth and sports day. 


ULUSU'S VISIT TO CYPRUS TO OCCUR AS SCHEDULED 





TA190919 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 0900 GMT 19 May 82 


[Text] It has become definite that Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ulusu will come to the 
TFSC tomorrow. Although it was announced yesterday that Ulusu's visit to the TFSC was 
postponed due to health reasons, a recent health examination revealed that his condition 
does not require urgent surgery and he will therefore arrive in the TFSC tomorrow as 
scheduled. Ulusu will be the guest of President Rauf Denktas. 





VII. 20 May 82 OTHER COUNTRIES 


CPSU'S ZAGLADIN MEETS WITH KPOE’S MUHRI 





AU191245 Vienna VOLKSSTIMME in German 19 May 82 p 1 





[Text] Vienna — At the house of the Austrian Communist Party [KPOe] Central Committee, 

a meeting was held between Vadim Zagladin, first deputy chief of the CPSU Central Committee's 
International Department, and Franz Muhri, KPOe Central Committee chairman; Erwin Scharf, 
Central Committee secretary and Politburo member; and Johann Steiner, chief of the Central 
Committee's Foreign Relations Department. 


In the course of the talk a number of questions of mutual interest were discussed. Both 
sides briefed one another about the work of the two parties. Great attention was also 

paid to the international situation and questions of the communist world movement. In 

the talk, which was held in an atmospher: of close solidarity and comradeship, both sides 
affirmed that the struggle for international detente, disarmament and peace constitutes the 
foremost task, and that the prevention of a nuclear war of annihilation necessitates the 
cooperation of people with different political and ideological views. Zagladin and Muhri 
also stressed the positive importance of the development of the state, economic and cultural 
relations between Austria and the USSR, which both parties will continue to support in the 
future. 


PAHR ENDS VISIT TO MONGOLIA; COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 








For a report on the communique issued following the visit to Mongolia of Foreign Minister 
Willibald Pahr, see the Mongolia section of the 19 May Asia & Pacific DAILY REPORT. 


PORTUGAL 





DEFENSE MINISTER VIEWS ROLE OF AZORES AIRBASE 
LD191616 Lisbon in Portuguese to Europe 1230 GMT 19 May 82 


[Excerpts] Foreign Minister Andre Goncalves Pereira returned home yesterday after attending 
the spring meeting of NATO foreign ministers in Luxembourg. In an airport statement on 
arrival, Goncalves Pereira said he is pleased in general with the topics discussed and 
particularly with the Portuguese stand. The minister said he had the opportunity of 
mentioning Portugal's grievances over the form of and delays in NATO aid and over the 
modernization and reequipping of the Portuguese armed forces, adding: I have received 

new guarantees of attention and a possible revision of the problem by the organization 

and all the main allies. 


Concerning the two meetings he had with U.S. Secretary of State Alexander Haig, the 
Portuguese minister said these took place in an extremely cordial atmosphere. Goncalves 
Pereira said that Portugal would not like to be relegated to a possibly secondary level 

but wants to participate fully. For this to happen, he said, there are two basic conditions: 
First, political stability with the institutions functioning normally and second, economic 
progress at a time when the entire world is going through a grave economic crisis. 


Meanwhile, Defense Minister Freitas do Amaral, speaking yesterday during a visit to NATO's 
Ibero-Atlantic headquarters at Oeiras said that any requests for the use of the Lajes 
Airbase in the Azores for missions which are not directly linked to the geographical area 
covered by the Atlantic alliance would be considered individually. Pressed to reveal 
whether Portugal would allow Great Britian to use the airbase in the event of an open 

and all-out war with Argentina, Freitas do Amaral insisted that permission to use the 

base would be the subject of consideration following a concrete request, adding that 
London first has to make a request. 
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